Department of Agriculture
2025-27 First Supplemental Budget Session

Policy Level - P1 - Japanese Beetle Eradication

Agency Recommendation Summary

Japanese Beetle (JB), Popillia japonica Newman, is an extremely destructive regulated insect pest, damaging to the nursery and turfgrass
industry and key Washington crops such as apples, grapes, cherries, berries, hops, Christmas trees, asparagus, sweet corn, and more. JB was
first detected in Grandview, Washington, in 2020. Despite an aggressive campaign to eradicate this pest, this population has spread beyond
Yakima County into Benton and Franklin Counties, including the city of Pasco, and a new population has been detected in a residential area in
the city of SeaTac. Current funding will only allow treatment of 500 acres in the spring of 2026 of the 11,000 infested acres in South Central
Washington and the new 800 acres in SeaTac. Nor will it provide resources to develop effective yard waste disposal across all areas infested.
Without adequate funding we may lose the fight against this extremely destructive pest. Successful eradication of JB is critical for Washington
farms, nurseries, and turfgrass growers who ship products out of state as well as residents battling to control this pest in their lawns, ornamentals
and gardens.

Fiscal Summary

Fiscal Summary Fiscal Years Biennial Fiscal Years Biennial
Dollars in Thousands 2026 2027 2025-27 2028 2029 2027-29
Staffing
FTEs 6.0 6.0 6.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Operating Expenditures
Fund 001 -1 $6,159 $6,189 $12,348 $0 $0 $0
Total Expenditures $6,159 $6,189 $12,348 $0 $0 $0

Decision Package Description

Invasive Beetles: A Pest Threat to Washington Nurseries, Turfgrass Industry, and Crops

Japanese beetle (JB), Popillia japonica Newman, is an invasive insect pest of plants and turfgrass. Adults voraciously feed on over 300 plant
species, many of which are significant horticultural species (such as rosed and hollyhocks) and crops cultivated by Washington producers such
as apples, peaches, cherries, grapes, sweet corn, hops, asparagus and berries. JB grubs (larvae) burrow underground and feed on grass roots,
causing significant damage to lawns and turfgrass.

JB is a costly pest, not only because of its damage to crops, turfgrass, and nursery plants, but also the costs of quarantining and controlling JB
populations. A 2017 Economic Risk Analysis conducted by the Oregon Department of Agriculture (ODA) estimated Japanese beetles could
have an estimated economic impact of $45.5M to that state. Washington State Department of Agriculture (WSDA) would expect a similar or
higher impact in Washington. A 2018 assessment from British Columbia estimated Japanese beetle establishment would have an economic
impact of about $13.8M to the turfgrass industry. According to the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), efforts to control the
larval and adult stages of JB in the U.S. are estimated to cost more than $460 million a year. Losses attributable to the larval stage alone have

been estimated at $234 million per year ($78 million for control costs and an additional $156 million for replacement of damaged turf).

According to APHIS, the first JB was detected in the U.S., in New Jersey in 1916. It is now an established pest throughout the Midwest,
Northeast, and South, except for Florida. It is largely absent from the western U.S. states, where USDA’s APHIS Plant Protection and
Quarantine’s Japanese Beetle Program strives to prevent introduction and establishment of this invasive pest into the eight remaining non-infested

western states of Washington, Oregon, Idaho, California, Nevada, Utah, Arizona, and Hawaii.

The National Plant Board developed a U.S. Domestic Japanese Beetle Harmonization Plan in 1998 (last updated in December, 2024) to ensure
the pest risks are managed at the national level, and to facilitate the orderly marketing of nursery stock and other regulated commodities.
Washington state is currently classified as Category 1, meaning that the state is not infested with Japanese beetles (see Appendix A). This
classification allows Washington nurseries, Christmas tree growers, and turfgrass/sod producers to ship products into other Category 1 states
and provinces, including Oregon, Idaho, California, Hawaii, and British Columbia, which are key customers for these products. To maintain this

status, Washington must detect and eliminate any JB populations found. Not doing so risks re-classification to a lower category, and Washington
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wouldn’t be able to ship these products to Category 1 destinations. One of the most substantial impacts would be the prohibition of large ball
and burlap-wrapped plants, container plants larger than 12 inches, and sod/turfgrass. Additionally, Washington nurseries would need compliance

agreements with recipient states accepting their plants.

Emergence in Washington and Early Efforts to Eradicate

Since 1990, when WSDA adopted a quarantine to regulate JB, the WSDA Pest Program has been conducting annual trapping to detect and
eliminate populations before they could become established. In September of 2020, two adult JBs were trapped near Grandview, in Yakima
County. Funding was provided in the 2021 supplemental budget to allow WSDA to increase the density of trapping in these areas. By the end
of July 2021, thousands of adult JBs were trapped in the Grandview area. A year later, a new population was detected in Wapato, and in 2024,
small numbers of these pests were trapped in Pasco and outside the SeaTac International Airport (SEATAC). The Port of Seattle traps and
treats JBs within the airport boundaries as part of the APHIS Plant Protection and Quarantine (PPQ) JB Plan, and WSDA traps have detected
the beetle just beyond the airport perimeter. However, this was the first time a concentrated JB population was found in a specific residential

area. Effective treatment of the SeaTac population is essential to prevent spread of this serious pest further into Western Washington.

Although JB has been regulated through trapping efforts in Washington since 1990, the first detection outside of nursery inspections was made
just five years ago. In the 2022 supplemental budget, WSDA was appropriated $4.7 million for FY 2022 and $0.7 million in fiscal year 2023 to
start eradication treatments.

WSDA contracts with commercial pesticide applicators to perform turf and foliar treatments. To treat an infested parcel of land, we require
consent from the property owner. In the first years, despite multiple outreach and communication efforts, over half of private property owners
did not respond to consent requests. In some cases, the owner did not reside on the property and couldn’t be contacted; some landowners
have expressed distrust of the agency as a governmental entity; and some owners had concerns about requirements to submit consent every

year, even though it is only needed once.

Because treatment costs are driven by treatment areas covered, early experiences with landowner consent resulted in setbacks to the eradication
plan and underspent proviso funding, evident in the budget history and previous spending tables provided below and attached. Furthermore,
lack of consent has resulted in piecemeal treatments, leaving parcels of land where JB persists, reproduces, and ultimately spreads to new

territory.

The WSDA Pest Program has aggressively continued with both foliar and turf treatments wherever consent is obtained and has been deploying
new methods to facilitate consent, such as online consent forms, outreach events, and earlier outreach efforts. In addition to these new
approaches, WSDA is piloting new treatment protocols, such as cost-efficient circle grids (see Appendix B). Although final numbers won’t be
available until later this fall, detection data suggest the Wapato population has decreased this year. This preliminary data suggests recently

improved methods to obtain consent are fruitful, and new treatment protocols are effective. These are both critical steps in eradicating this pest.

The Value of an Aggressive Early Response

With evidence of JB population expansion, now is a critical timeframe to conduct turf and foliar treatments when appropriate for the pest

lifecycle, monitor populations with trapping surveys during and after treatments, and properly quarantine yard waste.

In the 25-27 biennium operating budget, WSDA requested a total of $9.5 million (roughly $4.8 million per fiscal year) to expand the JB
monitoring and eradication program to include all currently infested zones . The current plan and this supplemental funding request assumes a
75% treatment consent rate, based on recent improvements in landowner response. In addition to treatment costs, we are asking for funding to

cover yard waste disposal, which is also a critical component to prevent population spread.
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Limits of Current Funding

The 2025-2027 BN enacted budget only provided half of the requested funding, for a total of $4.8 million for the biennium ($2.4 million per
year). With current funding, WSDA can only fund yard waste management through December 2025, cover detection surveys through April
2026, and treat a maximum of 500 acres (4%) in spring 2026. The current appropriation is only enough to complete foliar treatment, trapping
surveys, and yard waste management in calendar year 2025. Funding will not support spring 2026 critical response efforts, including turf
treatments for emerging JB grubs, or the continued yard waste management needed to maintain existing quarantine areas and prevent population

spread.
Loss of Category 1 Status

The risk of JB becoming established in Washington increases notably each year treatments don’t cover impacted acreage, and yard waste is not
effectively contained. Once an area has confirmed JB presence, it must be treated for several years to successfully eradicate the pest. Per the
U.S. Domestic JB Harmonization Plan, an infested area will retain its infested status until eradication efforts have resulted in two subsequent and
consecutive years of negative trap surveys conducted at the delimitation level after the last eradicative treatment has been applied. Now is the
time for WSDA to proceed aggressively with the management plan, and full funding is critical. Delays will result in greater treatment costs as

populations expand — this increases treatment acreage for eradication contracts, and staff time for active monitoring.

In addition to the direct costs to the state, JB proliferation could be detrimental to Washington’s agricultural economy. JBs first significant harm
will be felt by wholesale nurseries. These agricultural businesses sell plants to thousands of retail nurseries both in and out of state.

Additionally, if Washington state loses its Category 1 status, nurseries will be required to have their plants and soil inspected and certified before
shipping out of state. Also, larger plants, Christmas trees, and sod/turfgrass will be prohibited from distribution to Category 1 states and
provinces, which are key customers for these products. If JB populations expand to the point of infestation, the state’s valuable crops, including

apples, cherries, grapes, hops, and sweet corn are risked, increasing treatment costs for farmers while reducing yield and profits.

Although existing populations have been increasing, the presence of JB in Washington state is still very limited, being detected in only four
counties. An aggressive early response is critical for this prolific and damaging pest that can quickly spread across the state, causing economic

hardship to agricultural producers, nurseries, and residents' properties.

Assumptions and Calculations

Expansion, Reduction, Elimination or Alteration of a current program or service:

This request would restore funding levels of FY26 and partially restore FY27 funding levels to the amount requested for the FY26-27 biennial
budget. It would also expand efforts of the JB Program to target the increased populations in Pasco and SeaTac detected this summer by

initiating the quarantine process in these areas, which includes providing yard waste collection, and conducting foliar and turf treatments.

WSDA'’s Pest Program has been conducting annual trapping for JBs since 1990, but it wasn’t until 2020 that beetles were first detected in
Sunnyside and Grandview. WSDA has been receiving ongoing funding for these survey efforts but has been submitting budget requests to ramp
up education and outreach since 2021. We have also increased trapping density where beetles have been detected, treated JB areas utilizing

contracted commercial pesticide applicators, and provided yard waste disposal in established quarantined areas.

For prior program expenditures, please refer to Budget Table 3: Prior Period Expenditures, which is included in the Budget Tables
Attachment for this request.
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Budget Table 3: Prior Period Expenditures

FTE / Expenditures by Fund Fiscal Years Biennium Fiscal Years Biennium
Dollars in Thousands 2022 2023 2021-23 2024 2025 2023-25
Full Time Equivalents (FTE) 6.40 | 7.59 | 7.00 | 11.67 | 13.38 | 12.53
Operating Expenditures
Joo1-1 General Fund-State $1,890 $3,113 $5,003 $3,211 $3,953 $7,164
|Total Expenditures $1,890 $3,113 $5,003 $3,211 $3,953 $7,164
Expenditures by Object* Fiscal Years Biennium Fiscal Years Biennium
Dollars in Thousands 2022 2023 2021-23 2024 2025 2023-25
$293 $374 $667 $629 $731 $1,359
$108 $163 $272 $293 $336 $629
|C - Professional Svcs Contracts $0 $523 $523 $55 $1,942 $1,997
|E- Goods and Services $130 $172 $303 $267 $489 $756
|G - Travel $46 $75 $121 $86 $141 $227
|J- Equipment $51 $14 $65 $35 $1 $37
IN - Grants $1,158 $1,660 $2,818 $1,620 $49 $1,669
T - Intra Agency Transfers 54 $0 $4 S0 $2 $2
[Agency Admin Overhead $99 $132 $231 $227 $262 $489
Total $1,890 $3,113 $5,002 $3,211 $3,953 $7,165
*variance between object-level and fund-level summaries is due to rounding

Detailed Assumptions and Calculations:

This request includes costs for monitoring, contracts for eradication, and yard waste disposal costs as described below to support the current

response plan.

Details for originally requested funding, currently funded costs, and requested funding by object are provided in Budget Table 1a: Summary
of Requested Funding by Object, which is included in the Budget Tables Attachment for this request.
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Budget Table 1a: Summary of Requested Funding by Object

Total Estimated Costs for JB Response, 11,000 acres,

assuming a 75% consent rate for treatments FY 2026 FY 2027 FY 2028 FY 2029
FTE 16.07 16.07

Salaries and Wages $000,426 $918,430

Employee Benefits $400.451 $406,129

Professional Services Contracts $6,477,500 56,477,500

Goods and Services $295,422 $295,489

Travel $145.200 $145,200

Capital Outlays $0 $0

Grants, Benefits, and Client Services $0 $0

igency Administrative Overhead $320,016 $325,842

Total $8,539,015 $8,568,590 $0 $0
Currently Budgeted with Available Funding FY 2026 FY 2027 FY 2028 FY 2029
FTE 10.08 10.08

Salaries and Wages $602,004 $614,048

Employee Benefits $255,125 $258,780

Professional Services Contracts 51,029,896 $1,010,286

Goods and Services $217 121 $217 170

Travel $65,000 $65,000

Capital Outlays $0 $0

Grants, Benefits, and Client Services $0 $0

Agency Administrative Overhead £210,854 $214,716

Total $2,380,000 $2,380,000 $0 $0
Supplemental Funding Requested to Treat 11,000 Acres

Annually FY 2026 FY 2027 FY 2028 FY 2029
FTE 5.99 5.99

Salaries and Wages $298.422 $304 382

Employee Benefits $145,326 $147,349

Professional Services Contracts $5.447 604 $5.467 214

Goods and Services $78.301 $78,319

Travel $80,200 $80,200

Capital Outlays $0 $0

Grants, Benefils, and Client Services $0 $0

Agency Administrative Overhead $109,162 $111,126

Total $6,159,015 $6,188,590 $0 so|

Workforce Assumptions:

Workload assumptions are described in detail in the Detailed Assumptions and Calculations section.

This request is for approximately one-third of the FTE's needed for this program. The majority of the FTE's are currently covered, but
additional funding is needed for staffing a total of 6 FTE's (partial funding for 20 field staff) in the spring of 2026 for increased bilingual outreach
and education to achieve higher consent rates. $907,000 is needed to establish new yard waste disposal programs and continue with trapping
and detection in the spring, the busiest and most critical time for eradication of JB. This decision package primarily funds the treatment costs for

eradication (roughly $4.5 million).

For FTE information by job class, please refer to Budget Table 1b: Summary of Requested Staffing / FTE Authority, which is included in
the Budget Tables Attachment for this request.
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Budget Table 1b: Summary of Requested Staffing / FTE Authority

Salary and Salary and

Benefits per FTE (Benefits per FTE [Annual FTE Currently Funded [Requeste
Staffing Needed FY 2026 FY 2027 Needed FTE d FTE
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 2 82,533 84,034 0.23 0.23 0.00
AGRICULTURAL AIDE §72,423 $73,721 8.66 3.46 5.20
AGRICULTURAL TECHNOLOGIST 80,922 $82,391 2.00 1.40 0.60
CARTOGRAPHER 3 $107,065 $109,057 0.50 0.50 0.00
COMMUNITY OUTREACH & ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATIONAL SPECIALIST 1 $80,922 $82.391 0.50 0.50 0.00
COMMUNITY OUTREACH & ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATIONAL SPECIALIST 3 $96,689 $98.473 0.33 0.13 0.20
MANAGEMENT ANALYST 3 $107,065 $109,057 0.14 0.14 0.00
OFFICE ASSISTANT 3 $77,870 $79,277 0.60 0.60 0.00
PEST BIOLOGIST 1 $87,503 $89,104 1.50 1.50 0.00
PEST BIOLOGIST 3 $109,236 $111,270 1.00 1.00 0.00
PEST BIOLOGIST 4 $116,293 $118,470 0.50 0.50 0.00
PROCUREMENT & SUPPLY SPECIALIST 2 $89,323 $90,961 0.11 0.11 0.00
Grand Total 16.07 10.08 5.99

Summary of cost assumptions by object:

- Salary estimates are current biennium actual rates at Step L.

- Benefits are calculated based on current standard statewide benefit rates. Goods and Services are the agency average of $8,600 per direct

program FTE. Goods and Services also include building lease costs, estimated at $3,800 per FTE per year, professional development costs

estimated at $500 per FTE per year, and personnel services charges, estimated to be 0.347% of salaries. The goods and services object

estimate also includes $10,000 in FY 2026 and $3,000 in FY 2027 and ongoing for Assistant Attorney General consultation and potential

service contracts.

- Travel costs are estimated to be $15,000 per year.

- Agency Administrative Overhead is calculated based on a rate of 24.6% of direct program salaries and benefits.

Historical Funding:

For a summary of line-item funding history for this program, please refer to Budget Table 2: Prior Funding / Budget History, which is

included in the Budget Tables Attachment for this request.

Budget Table 2: Prior Funding / Budget History

Budget Level Budget Line Budget Line Item Title |Cost Type Fund and Fiscal Year 1 Fiscal Year 2 |Biennial Total
Item Code (One-Time or |Appropriation |Appropriation |[Appropriation |Appropriation
Ongoing) Type in thousands) |(in thousands) [(in thousands)
Biennium 2023 $4.936 $4.121 $9,057
Policy Level JABE Japanese Beetles One-Time 001-1 $203 $203 $406
Policy Level JB/PPJE Japanese Beetle Custom/One-Ti|001-1 $4,733 $3,918 $8,651
Eradication/Popillia
japonica Eradication
Biennium 2025 $5,527 $4,640 $10,167
Carry Forward Budget 001-1 $535 $535 $1,070
Policy Level 5J01/PPJE Invasive Beetle One-Time 001-1 $4, 992 $4,105 $9,097
Eradication/Popillia
japonica Eradication
Biennium 2027 $2,915 $2,915 $5,830
Carry Forward Budget 001-1 $535 $535 $1,070
Policy Level JBO1 Invasive Beetle One-Time 001-1 $2,380 $2,380 $4,760
Eradication
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Strategic and Performance Outcomes

Strategic Framework:

This decision package provides essential support to the Results Washington Goal 2: Prosperous Economy. The establishment of JB would result
in significant economic losses resulting from direct and indirect damage to landscape and nursery plants and high value agricultural crops such as
apples, grapes, sweet corn, and hops in Washington State. Moreover, if this invasive pest becomes established here, Washington will lose its
Category 1 status in the U.S. Domestic JB Harmonization Plan which will make it more costly for agricultural producers and the horticultural

industry to export commodities into Category 1 states and provinces, including Oregon, California, and British Columbia.

This proposal contributes to WSDA's mission and strategic plan Priority 4: Protecting Washington’s Animals and Plants from Invasive Species

and Diseases by preventing the establishment of high-risk invasive insects, terrestrial insects and snails, plant diseases and noxious weeds.

Current funding levels will not support an eradication program for the expanded geographic range of this pest and additional high density
trapping requirements.

Performance Outcomes:

Result Performance metric
Outcome #1 Bilin%]al Outreach and Education Increase in returned consent forms and
speci 1% ncreases er%gorts to Sucate pam%)anﬁ? n JB treatment efforts in
pacted communities about the primarily Hispanic communities

importance of JB contro

Outcome #2 Improved strategies to increase rate Qf Exceed target goal of 70% rate of
consent {orm I'%t]g]%l in S(iutﬁ entral ?NA cor(lsgnt %1%1 rgturn(fn South Central WA
%re]:a % gc 1eve high mitial rate of return in -~ and SeaTac

Outcome #3 Restored ability to co%lugt turf and foliar = A targeted 3,000 acres of inffs ed land
treatments in Spring 202 grgntlrl gtze 2u6smg supplemental funding 1n

Outcome #4 Ne d waste mana. ent sites are New. quarantine areas are established in
est;%P{Sﬁed in Pasco ar%(?gleaTac ru?e 1qll%’asco an(il geeaTac to contallln

populations

Equity Impacts

Community Outreach and Engagement:

WSDA is committed to inclusive and comprehensive community engagement and effective education and outreach approaches. The JB
program’s communication has evolved, using more concise and clear language that all residents can understand. Outreach platforms include open
house events, frequent updates to the WSDA website, Beetle Blast newsletters (each issue in both English and Spanish), local news

stories, social media, radio advertisements, updates at City Council and County BOC, Rotary chapters, and gardening club meetings, booths at
numerous community events throughout the year, multiple postcards to residents, and business reply envelopes with consent forms providing a
free and easy wat to return consents. Real-time trapping data is available online

Most residents in the affected areas in South Central Washington are Spanish speaking, and many do not speak English. All our publications
and outreach materials come in both English and Spanish (please see Appendices C and D). We hire as many bilingual staff as possible. The
South-Central Outreach Specialist, who is a resident of Grandview and a Spanish speaker, will continue to attend community events and work

with local officials for another year to e to educate the local community and promote eradication efforts.

Disproportional Impact Considerations:

It is commonly said that invasive species know no boundaries, as they will attempt to establish wherever they are introduced and able to survive,
regardless of political or geographic borders. WSDA’s JB program sets traps up statewide and works to eradicate populations wherever they
are found.

Turfgrass, trees, and shrubs on public and private land within eradication areas are treated at no charge by licensed pesticide applicators
contracted by WSDA, once consent forms are returned. These eradication efforts not only serve to protect Washington state from the devasting

impacts of widespread JBs, but they directly protect the lawns, trees, and shrubs — especially ornamental landscaping — belonging to yards and
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parks of the affected communities.

Additionally, this proposal covers work primarily in agricultural producing areas in South Central Washington. Agriculture workers, many of
whom are of Hispanic or Latino heritage may be affected by the loss of jobs if JBs become established or expands to other areas. Any pest that

reduces the production of agricultural commodities would affect rural communities that rely on agriculture to support the local economy.

In Western Washington, the SeaTac population of JBs poses a threat to the many small business nurseries in the region. These businesses

employ and support urban, suburban, and rural communities.

Target Communities and Populations:

JBs know no political boundaries and cause environmental harm wherever they establish. Current JB infestations occur in overburdened
communities in Yakima, Franklin, Benton, and King Counties. The JB populations in South Central Washington occur primarily in rural,
agricultural, communities, many of which are primarily Hispanic. The King County JB population occurs primarily in a residential area in the city
of SeaTac, which is near SeaTac International Airport.

The immature larvae, known as grubs, burrow underground until they mature, causing root damage to the plants that grow above ground, most
often grasses and turf. Adult beetles feed voraciously on over 300 species of plants, trees, and shrubs, including some of Washington’s key

agricultural crops: grapes, apples, cherries, and hops as well as many species used in ornamental landscaping and home gardens.

Treating these invasive insect pests in overburdened communities protects lawns, landscaping, parks, schools and other public grounds, and
natural areas. These treatments are provided by contracted pesticide applicators free of charge. Moreover, eradicating this invasive pest protects

the horticultural and agricultural industries, helping to protect small businesses and jobs in these communities.
Community Inputs and Incorporation:

In general, much of the public supports the prevention and eradication of invasive species that damage the natural resources of Washington state.
The Pest Program receives numerous reports of suspected JB sightings throughout the summer months. While most reports are false alarms, the

program is always grateful for the public’s vigilance and takes the time to identify pictures and refer people to helpful resources.

Several of our evolving strategies to increase community engagement and cooperation are based on verbal feedback from residents, such as
requests for treatment confirmation text messages.

Other Collateral Connections
HEAL Act Agencies Supplemental Questions

1. Please describe specific likely or probable environmental harms and/or benefits related to your decision package and the associated

health impacts to overburdened communities and vulnerable populations.

JBs cause environmental harm wherever they establish. The immature larvae, known as grubs, burrow underground until they mature, causing
root damage to the plants that grow above ground, most often grasses and turf. Adult beetles feed voraciously on over 300 species of plants,
trees, and shrubs, including some of Washington’s key agricultural crops: grapes, apples, cherries, and hops as well as many species used in
ornamental landscapes and gardens. Treating these invasive insect pests in overburdened communities protects lawns, landscaping, parks,
schools and other public grounds, and natural areas.
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WSDA's Pest Program conducted a thorough review of pesticides labeled to treat JBs and selected the liquid formation of Acelepryn
(Chlorantraniliprole) to treat lawns and turf in infested areas. Acelepryn is low risk to humans and pets and does not impact key pollinators. The

product is applied to lawns by a licensed pesticide applicator free of charge, after a consent form has been submitted.

2. Please describe the estimated percentage and amount of the requested funds that will go towards creating environmental benefits in
overburdened communities and vulnerable populations as defined in OFM’s the OBC map or as determined by the agency. If applicable,

please include your methodology for making this estimate, including project/award lists if available.

The JB Program does not issue pass-through grants. Funds used by the program are invested in comprehensive community outreach and
education, a JB detection system using traps, and treatments to eradicate the invasive insect pest that are provided to residents in affected
communities free of charge.

3. Please describe any potential significant impacts to Indian Tribes’ rights and interest in their tribal lands, as well as traditional practices.

Successful containment and eradication of JB populations help Washington to honor Indian Tribe’s rights by protecting tribal lands and

surrounding public natural areas, as well as plants of cultural significance from these invasive insect pests.

4. Describe how your agency engaged with Tribes in developing this proposal, including offers for tribal consultation including timelines,
methods for feedback, and mechanisms for Tribes to express concern, opposition, or support., and any direction provided by Tribes
through this engagement.

WSDA JB Program staff have been in contact with natural resources staff with the Yakama Nation to talk about efforts to contain and eradicate
JBs on non-tribal land. This proposal, if funded, would allow the JB Program to offer technical and potentially some financial assistance to the
Yakama Nation if the tribe is interested in establishing a quarantine of tribal land with JBs to contain and eradicate the population before it
spreads further.

We do not anticipate opposition from the Yakama Nation or other tribes to this budget request.

5. Ifthe decision package is part of agency request legislation or supports another significant agency action that is required to complete an
environmental justice assessment under RCW 70A.02.010(12), please submit the assessment as an attachment in ABS.

WAC-16-470-EJ-Assessment-Final-0724.pdf

If the decision package is part of agency request legislation or constitutes a significant agency action that is required to complete an
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environmental justice assessment, please describe how your agency used the environmental justice assessment process to eliminate, reduce, or
mitigate environmental harm and equitably distribute environmental benefits. If your agency determined that you were unable to eliminate, reduce,

or mitigate environmental harm and equitably distribute environmental benefits, please provide a justification for not doing so.

WSDA held open houses in the lower Yakima Valley to specifically try to get feedback from the greater community. The open house was in
addition to traditional education and outreach activities, and stakeholder holder work as the invasive insect started to become an economic harm

to people and businesses around the infestations.

WSDA did not receive feedback, and no adjustments were made as part of the process. The chemical spray treatment is only done after

landowner permission and performed by trained and certified pesticide applicators.

Puget Sound Recovery:

N/A

State Workforce Impacts:

N/A

Intergovernmental:

The JB Program team collaborates closely with WSDA’s tribal liaisons to provide written notifications and solicit feedback when planning
treatments near tribal land.

JB specifically poses a threat to the Yakama Nation, as infestations could impact farming on tribal land. Moreover, these invasive insect pests eat
over 300 plant species, including native plants in natural areas, potentially including culturally significant plants. While JBs currently infest some
tribal lands, we are not proposing to conduct any activities on those lands unless approved by the Yakama Nation Tribal Council. WSDA staff
have communicated with tribal natural resource staff about the threat and have offered their support should the tribe undertake quarantine or
treatment efforts in the infested area.

County BOCCs in South Central Washington have been supportive of eradication efforts, and staff present updates regularly at meetings. The
cities of Grandview, Wapato and Pasco have been strong partners in the project.

Stakeholder Impacts:

We anticipate continued support for the program from the agricultural industry and much of the public. Residents living in the project area are
impacted by treatments, however there is no monetary cost to residents for the foliar and turf treatments that protect their ornamental
landscaping and lawns. Given the threat posed to Washington state, little if any opposition to the program has been noted although a small

number of residents do not want their property treated.

The horticultural industry is especially concerned about JBs establishing in Washington state and threatening the Category 1 status in the U.S.
Domestic JB Harmonization Plan which would make it more difficult and costly to ship plants to other Category 1 states. There is also concern
about the direct impact of these voracious, defoliating pests on plants sold at local nurseries and the negative effect on sales by these small

businesses.

State Facilities Impacts:

N/A

Changes from Current Law:

N/A

Page: 10 of 11


https://www.nationalplantboard.org/uploads/1/3/6/7/136771235/u.s._domestic_japanese_beetle_domestic_harmonization_plan_update_dec_2024.pdf

Department of Agriculture
Policy Level - P1 - Japanese Beetle Eradication

Legal or Administrative Mandates:

N/A

Governor's Salmon Strategy:

N/A

Reference Documents

769D-JapaneseBeetlePestAlert.pdf
769D-spa-JapaneseBeetlePestAlert.pdf

Appendix A - Japanese beetle regulatory status.pdf

Appendix B - JB circular delimitation.png

Appendix C 165-JapaneseBeetleBooklet-FINAL.pdf

Appendix D 165spa-JapaneseBeetleBooklet-Spanish-FINAL.pdf

Budget Tables Attachment Invasive Beetle 2026 Supplemental Budget.pdf
JB populations 25Aug25.png

IT Addendum

Does this Decision Package include funding for any IT-related costs, including hardware, software, (including cloud-based

services), contracts or IT staff?
No

Objects of Expenditure

Objects of Expenditure Fiscal Years

Dollars in Thousands 2026 2027
Obj. A $299 $305
Obj. B $145 $148
Obj. C $5,448 $5,467
Obj. E $78 $78
Obj. G $80 $80
Obj. Y $109 $111

Agency Contact Information

Alison Halpern
(360) 742-7175

alison.halpern@agr.wa.gov

Biennial
2025-27
$604
$293
$10,915
$156
$160
$220

Fiscal Years
2028 2029
$0 $0
$0 $0
$0 $0
$0 $0
$0 $0
$0 $0

Biennial
2027-29
$0
$0
$0
$0
$0
$0
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https://abr.ofm.wa.gov/api/decision-packages/attachments/34970
https://abr.ofm.wa.gov/api/decision-packages/attachments/34971
https://abr.ofm.wa.gov/api/decision-packages/attachments/34966
https://abr.ofm.wa.gov/api/decision-packages/attachments/34967
https://abr.ofm.wa.gov/api/decision-packages/attachments/34968
https://abr.ofm.wa.gov/api/decision-packages/attachments/34969
https://abr.ofm.wa.gov/api/decision-packages/attachments/34652
https://abr.ofm.wa.gov/api/decision-packages/attachments/34972

